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SOLICITOR-GENERAL OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA — JOSHUA THOMSON, SC — 
APPOINTMENT 

Statement by Attorney General 
MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.03 pm]: Today I have the pleasure of advising the house of 
the appointment of Western Australia’s new Solicitor-General, Mr Joshua Thomson, SC, who joins us in the Speaker’s 
gallery today. The Solicitor-General occupies a statutory office as set out in the Western Australian Solicitor-General 
Act 1969. As the ninth person to occupy this position since 1905, Mr Thomson joins a small and esteemed cohort of 
people who have served as the principal legal adviser to Attorneys General, the government of Western Australia 
and its agencies. The Solicitor-General, as part of their remit, may also appear to represent the interests of the state 
of Western Australia in important legal proceedings, particularly those before the High Court of Australia. 
Mr Thomson, born in Sydney and educated at Christ Church Grammar School in Perth, achieved a Bachelor of Laws 
with first-class honours from the University of Western Australia in 1994 and a Bachelor of Civil Law from 
Magdalen College at the University of Oxford in 1996. Mr Thomson was admitted to practice in Western Australia 
in 1995 and practised at the then Crown Solicitor’s Office of WA until 2001, including in the position of 
Assistant Crown Counsel. In 2001, Mr Thomson joined the independent bar and has practised as an independent 
barrister since then. Mr Thomson was appointed Senior Counsel by the former Chief Justice in 2012. 
Mr Thomson’s practice spanned all superior courts and included constitutional law, administrative law, taxation, 
state agreements, statutory construction and regulatory and competition law, as well as Indigenous land rights. In 
Mr Thomson’s practice as counsel, he appeared in a number of significant matters across those areas, including 
maritime law, regulatory and competition disputes, insurance law and torts, and corporations and corporate 
insolvency. In addition, Mr Thomson has acted pro bono on many occasions for people in the Western Australian 
community, and we thank him for that. 
On behalf of the McGowan Labor government, I wish to congratulate Mr Thomson on his appointment and look 
forward to working with him in his new role. I wish to assure the Parliament that, with Mr Thomson, SC, as our 
Solicitor-General, the state of Western Australia will be well represented in all courts, including the High Court, 
by a Solicitor-General of the very highest legal calibre and personal integrity. 
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